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Nelson/Nygaard: Phase 1



Study Functional Principals

• Place for all people

• 18 hour per day activity

• Draws people through the Square

• Connect neighboring districts

• Connect the region to the downtown

• Accommodate daily activities and large events

• Strengthen the Square’s edges

• Complement Downtown’s new investments



Transit Activating Public Spaces
Great Public Spaces 
Are:

People activated

Regionally 
accessible

Vibrant all-day

Seamlessly 
connected



Evaluation Criteria

• Pedestrian environment
– Accommodate peak period pedestrian volumes
– Minimize crossing delay
– Maximize pedestrian accessibility

• Transit operations
– Maintain transfer convenience (within 1 block or still at the 

Square)
– Minimize increase in running times/costs
– Maintain system reliability & bus access to key PS bus stops

• Traffic operations
– Do not create problematic intersections
– Minimize additional vehicle travel time



Scenario H: Uninterrupted Square

• Ontario & Superior 
closed completely



Scenario D: North and South Square Expansion

• Ontario closed completely

• Superior dedicated to transit 



Scenario D+: North and South Square Expansion
• Maintains Superior lanes open for mixed traffic 

• Minimal changes to traffic on north side of Public Square

• Mitigates traffic impacts around south side of Public Square present in Scenario D

• Transit operations same as Scenario D
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West Roadway Transit: Option 1

W Roadway

Requires additional ROW to 
accommodate four travel 
lanes and a bus stop platform

Requires additional ROW to 
add another general purpose 
lane



Design Considerations

• Main continuity of the downtown street grid

• Integrate Superior transit shelters with active uses (e.g., café, 
bike station, and/or visitor center)

• Consider dedicated or specially marked, slow-speed bicycle 
facilities traversing the Square in both directions

• Consider incorporating a bicycle station/parking facility 




