


AGENDA 
 

CIVILIAN OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE 
 

Tuesday, January 27, 2026 
 

5:00 p.m. 
   

Committee Members: Mr. Jonathan England, Chair 
   Mr. David Morris, Vice-Chair 
   Ms. Elise Hara Auvil 
   Mr. Michael Blake 
   Ms. Jakolya Gordon 
   Mr. George Taylor 
   Ms. Rebecca Wharton 
 
Board of Trustees Liaison: Mayor Marie Gallo 
 
Transit Police/  
GCRTA Liaison:   Commander Orlando Hudson 
 
Executive Assistant/  
COC Secretary:   Ms. Emily Bailey 
 
 

I. Call to order. 
 

II. Roll call. 
 

III. Certification regarding notice of committee meeting. 
 

IV. Approval of September 30, 2025, and November 18, 2025, meeting 
minutes. 

 
V. Office of Chair – Nominations and election of the Office of Chair. 

 
VI. Office of Vice-Chair – Nominations and election of the office of Vice-Chair 

 
VII. Introduction of Complaint Number C25-005 and Complaint Number C25-

007. 
 

VIII. Executive Session Requested: 
• To consider the investigation of charges or complaints against a public 

employee, official, licensee or regulated individual. 
 

IX. Discussion/Action regarding Complaint Number C25-005 and Complaint 
Number C25-007. 



 
X. New business. 

• Reports and Announcements 
• Review regular meeting schedule for 2026. 

i. 3/31/26, 5/26/26, 7/28/26, 9/29/26, 11/24/26 
 

XI. Old Business 
 

XII. Adjourn. 



Minutes 
 

Greater Cleveland RTA Civilian Oversight Committee 
5:06 p.m., Tuesday, November 18th, 2025 

Civilian Oversight Committee Members: Elise Auvil, Jakolya Gordon, George Taylor, Rebecca 
Wharton 

 
Not present: Jonathan England, David Morris, Michael Blake 
 
GCRTA BOT: Mayor Gallo 

 
Staff: Bailey, Caver, Darden, Sulik 

 
Public: None 

 
The meeting was called to order at 5:06 p.m. There were four (4) Civilian Oversight Committee 
(“Committee”) members present.  
 
It was advised that notice of this meeting had been posted more than twenty-four (24) hours in advance 
of the meeting, that the usual notification had been given to the news media and other interested 
persons, and that all requirements of the Ohio Revised Code and Rules and Bylaws of the Board of 
Trustees regarding notice of meeting had been complied with.  
 
Approval of September 30, 2025, Committee Meeting Minutes  

 
The Committee decided that, due to several of their members missing, they would postpone the approval 
of the September meeting minutes. It was moved by Ms. Wharton and seconded by Ms. Gordon for 
approval.  All were in favor, and none opposed. The approval of September 20, 2025, meeting minutes 
will be postponed until the January 2026 meeting.   
 
Introduction of Mayor Gallo as the new Board of Trustees Liaison for the Committee 
 
Mayor Gallo introduced herself as the Mayor of Parma Heights for the last four (4) years and was just re-
elected to a second term. Prior to being mayor, she was the HR Director for the City of North Olmsted 
and was a City of Parma Heights Council member for twelve (12) years. She was elected earlier this year 
to serve on the GCRTA Board of Trustees. Mayor Gallo expressed her appreciation for the work that 
GCRTA does and is happy to be the Liaison for this Committee. She also added that she attended 
Baldwin Wallace University many years ago and has a degree in criminal justice.  
 
Dr. Caver added, on behalf of the management team, he would like to thank Mayor Gallo for joining the 
Committee, and looks forward to her leadership on this Committee. Dr. Caver stated that this is an 
amazing opportunity to have a mayor as a part of the Committee because, as mayor, she is the chief 
safety leader for her community and has a very strong understanding of the work and expectations of 
professional police departments. Additionally, he is excited to see Mayor Gallo’s commitment to activism 
and would like to thank her for taking this opportunity. 
 
Ms. Gordon asked that each of the Committee members briefly introduce themselves to Mayor Gallo and 
say why they are a part of the Committee.  
 



Ms. Auvil stated that she has a long tenure in government. She has served as a Director of HR. Many 
years ago, she served as an attorney for the GCRTA and did a lot of work with Transit Police at that time. 
Ms. Auvil continued by stating that she thinks Transit Police is a great unit and that the organization is 
fantastic. Ms. Auvil ended by stating that she likes giving back to the community and that is why she is on 
the Committee.  
 
Ms. Wharton stated that she started her professional career with the State Government at the Ohio 
Attorney General’s Office and then went to the Department of Public Safety, so she has a background 
with law enforcement. Ms. Wharton stated that police oversight has always been of interest to her and 
when an opportunity to be on the Committee became available, she wanted to be involved. Ms. Wharton 
added that she is a resident of Downtown Cleveland, making it a perfect fit for her.  
 
Mr. Taylor stated that he has forty years of law enforcement experience, most of it being in Northwest 
Ohio, some in Columbus. His last position was here in Cuyahoga County as the Deputy Chief of the 
Sheriff’s Department. Mr. Taylor added that he is on the Committee because he believes that oversight is 
needed, but you also need a voice from someone who has been there and done that, and that he thinks 
he brings that voice to the Committee. 
 
Ms. Gordon stated that she has been a part of public service for twenty-five (25) plus years and is 
currently employed with Cuyahoga County. Ms. Gordon stated that being on the Committee is personal 
for her as her mother is a proud retiree of GCRTA, making her involvement a legacy. Ms. Gordon added 
that even though she is not an operator, she is operating in the capacity of oversight. Like her fellow 
Committee members, she is excited to be here and contribute to make sure rules and policies are being 
followed so citizens are being impacted properly.  
 
Executive Session Requested  
 
Ms. Bailey informed the Committee that there was a request to remove the executive session from the 
agenda. There were no objections from the Committee members. 

 
New Business 

    Reports and Announcements 
 
 Ms. Bailey informed the Committee that at the November Board of Trustees Meeting, Jonathan England and 

Michael Blake were reappointed to the Committee. Both were unable to be present at the Board Meeting so 
they will be re-sworn in at a later date.  

  
Adjourn 

 
5:15 p.m. – It was moved by Ms. Wharton and seconded by Ms. Auvil that the meeting be adjourned. There 
were four (4) ayes, and none opposed. The meeting was adjourned. 
 
The next regularly scheduled Civilian Oversight Committee Meeting is Tuesday January 27, 2026, at 5pm 
in the Board Room of the Authority, Root-McBride Building, 1240 West Sixth Street, Cleveland, Ohio 
44113. The public is welcome to attend in person. 
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